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Civil Rights Group 
Maices Stand To Save 
Census Sampling 

A last-ditch effort 



to approve sampl- 
ing for the Census 
Bureau's year 2000 
count and block an 
attempt to weaken 
the minority voting 
strength was launch- 




ed by the Leadership 

Conference on Civil Wade Henderson 

Rights in Washington. 

Wade Henderson, the director of 
the group which is the nation's old- 
est, largest and most diverse coali- 
tion of organizations, v^rote a letter 
to President Clinton supporting his 
proposed veto of the Fiscal Year 
1999 Commerce, State, Justice Bill 
because of language limiting fund- 
ing for the Bureau's decennial cen- 
sus activities. 

Contending that the Bureau "has 
developed a responsible proposal that 
will meet everyone's goal for the 
most accurate census possible that is 
consistent with the Constitution," 
Henderson told the president that 
"what is critical now is that the 
Bureau be allowed to continue its 
planning process and explain those 
plans to the appropriate congression- 
al committees." 

He urged President Clinton to 
"support full funding for the 2000 
census preparations without restric- 
tions on how these funds may be 
spent in furtherance of a fair and 
accurate census count." 
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According to Henderson, the 1990 
under-count of racial and ethnic 
minority groups "was the highest ever 
recorded since the Census Bureau be- 
gan conducting post-census evalua- 
tions in 1940." 

Henderson pointed out that 
"most disturbing" was how badly 
the census under-counted children, 
a factor which limits funds for fed- 

Central State University 
Accreditation Confirmed 

Central State University (CSU) in 
Wilberforce, OH, the state's only pub- 
lic, historically Black university, re- 
cently received a strong endorsement 
and had its accreditation re-ajBfirmed by 
the Commission on Higher Education 
of the North Central Association of 
Colleges and Universities (NCA). 

CSU President John W. Garland 
announced the endorsement and the 
continued accreditation of the uni- 
versity at a press conference. 

Said President Garland, '*We're 
extremely gratified that CSU's ac- 
creditation has been confirmed into 
the next century." He also announced 
several other developments at the 
university, which included: 

•Continued accreditation for the 
university's Manufacturing Engineer- 
ing program by the Accrediting Board 
for Engineering and Technology 
(ABET). 

•A favorable report on CSU's 
financial management performance 
by a major accounting firm. 

•A high level of renewed interest 
in CSU across the state as shown by 
£in increase in fi'eshman appUcations. 



eral programs. 

The leader of the nation's civil 
rights forces argued that "Republi- 
cans in the House of Representatives 
have made it very clear they simply 
do not want to include people missed 
by the Census Bureau using tradi- 
tional means and will do everything 
possible to insure that sampling is 
not used in the 2000 count." 
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A Grand Jury Judge: Chief United 
States District Judge Norma Hollo way 
Johnson presides over the grand jury 
hearing the allegations against 
President Clinton concerning his rela- 
tionship with the former White House 
intern Monica Lewinsky. Judge 
Johnson was the judicial overseer for 
Clinton's historic closed-circuit 
testimony before the grand jury in 
Washington, D.C. She is the capital's 
first female chief federal district judge. 
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Chicaso Gets Another Black Votins Ward; 
Ends Six-Year Legal Battle 



After a six-year, multimillion-dol- 
lar legal battle, the city of Chicago 
agreed to make some adjustments in 
some of its ward boundaries that has 
resulted in the creation of another 
predominately Black ward, virtually 
ensuring that a Black alderman will 
be elected there in 1999. 

U.S. District Judge Elaine Bucklo 
approved the new political map. Her 
ruling subsequently brings to a close 
a suit filed in 1992 by a group of 
Black aldermen and some voters. 
The suit claimed the city's 1992 redis- 
tricting violated the Voting Rights 
Act. 

Judge Bucklo upheld a lower 
court's ruling that favored the plain- 
tiffs. 

"It (the win) establishes another 
precedent of effective enforcement of 
the Voting Rights Act for minority 
communities," Judson Miner, attor- 
ney for the plaintiffs, told Jet. 

Miner said such suits are difficult 
to win, and in the past the court has 
been known to reject them. This vic- 
tory in Chicago, he said, is national- 
ly significant because it could mean a 
reversal in that trend. 

The city's remap creates a ward 
that has a 72 percent Black popula- 
tion, up from 54 percent, giving 
Blacks a supermajority presence in 
the ward. Those numbers almost 
guarantee that a Black alderman will 
be elected there in the 1999 election 
to replace Aid. Thomas MiuT)hy, who 



is White. If that indeed happens, the 
number of Black aldermen will be 20. 

Currently Chicago, has 24 White 
aldermen, 19 Blacks and seven His- 
panics. 

One of the plaintiffs, Bruce Cros- 
by, chairman of the conrndttee to Pre- 
serve Voting Rights, told the Chicago 
Sun-Times that one more Black ward 
is not enough compared to what the 
White poopulation has. 

The city had little time to comply 
with the ruling. The 7th Circuit Court 
gave Judge Bucklo 90 days to decide 
whether a new Black ward should be 
created. She recently issued a ruHng 
giving the city five days to come up 
with a new map, which would meet 
the 90-day deadline. She said that if 
the city did not meet that deadline 
with an acceptable map, she would 
accept one submitted by the plain- 
tiffs. That threat prompted the city 
to hold an emergency meeting to iron 
out details of the map changes. 

In her ruling, Bucklo rebuked ar- 
guments by several aldermen that 
the remap could change the character 
of their neighborhoods, negatively 
affect city services and prompt White 
flight. 

Now that the map has been ap- 
proved there is the issue of legal fees. 
Since the plaintiffs won, they are 
entitled to six years of legal fees fi'om 
the city. Miner told the Sun-Times 
that the tab will be several million 
dollars. 
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▲ NOBLE Convention: President Bill Clinton greets leadership members from 
various law enforcement organizations after he met with them at a national group 
"Cluster Conference" in New Orleans, held by the National Organization of Black 
Law Enforcement Executives (NOBLE) and its criminal justice partners. Pictured 
with Clinton are (1-r) Jacquel5ni Barrett, president of NOBLE; Richard Thomas, 
a New Orleans artist who presented Clinton with a piece of his work; Sheryl 
Robinson, president of the National Association of Black Prosecutors; and James 
Williams, vice president of the National Association of Black Narcotics Agents. 
NOBLE's criminal justice partners include the National Black Police Association, 
the National Black Prosecutors Association and the National Association of Black 
Narcotics Agents. The theme of this first-ever conference was "Unity of Purpose: 
Setting an Agenda for Justice in the 21st century." 

DX^ Renames Police 
Station In Honor Off 
Black Slain Officer 

The Fourth District Police Station 
in the Northeast section of Washing- 
ton, D.C., recently was renamed for 
Brian T. Gibson, an officer who was 
killed in the line of duty. This is the 

► Officer Brian T. Gibson's widow, Tracey 
Gibson (r), is congratulated on the dedica- 
tion of newly named Brian T. Gibson 
Building by (l-r) D.C. Police Chief Charles 
Ramsey and D.C. City Councilwoman-at- 
large Hilda Mason. 
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first time a police station in Wash- 
ington, D.C., has been named for a 
slain officer. 

Commander Ronald Monroe of the 
Fourth District Police Station wanted 
to honor Officer Gibson, who was 
shot and killed one fatal evening in 
front of the notorious IBEX nightclub, 
so he proposed that the Fourth Dis- 
trict headquarters bear the officer's 
name. 



Previously the station was referred 
to as the Fourth District Headquar- 
ters. Now it is the Brian T. Gibson 
Building in memory of the officer who 
died nearly 18 months ago. 

Approximately 200 people-citi- 
zens, neighboring police jurisdictions, 
council members, and city officials- 
showed up for the dedication of the 
building where Officer Gibson served 
for approximately seven years. 



Correction: 

In Jet's Aug. 17th issue, we ran a photo of Rev. Jesse Jackson as he left 
Doctors Hospital of Hyde Park in Chicago after he was treated for bronchial 
asthma. We gave the incorrect name of Rev. Jackson's nurse shown in the pho- 
to. The nurse shown is Henriella K Jones, not Yvonne Lamothe. 



▼ Kind Deed Rewarded: Tracie Burns receives warm wishes from Chicago 
Alderman Percy Z. Giles (1) of the 37th Ward and Chicago Mayor Richard M. 
Daley as she received a Chicago City Council Resolution that honored her for 
being a good Samaritan when she came to the rescue of an abandoned 10-month- 
old baby girl who was sitting, unstrapped and unharmed, in an infant's car seat 
on a busy city expressway. Bums' good deed also paid ofF in another way. A vic- 
tim of downsizing, she had lost her job as a case aide with the Division of Children 
and Family Services (DCFS). But, when Giles, who sponsored the Council 
Resolution, got wind of it, he began to circulate her resume. Bums landed a job 
with the city's Department of Sewers as an administrative assistant. 
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by Simeon Booker, Washington Bureau Chief 



Confidential: "She did it" praised 
the lawmakers on Capitol Hill after 
Labor Secretary Alexis Herman 
managed to consolidate and stream- 
line dozens of job-training programs 
into "One-Stop Centers" implement- 
ed through block grants to the states. 
The only Black woman in the Cabinet 
was the focus of attention at the 
White House as President Bill 
Clinton and leaders of both parties 
credited her at the bill-signing cere- 
mony for what may turn out to be the 
biggest victory of the Congress. St. 
Louis Rep. Bill Clay, the ranking 
Democrat on the House Education 
and Labor Committee, was a major 
booster of her achievement... The un- 
finished business of the 105th Con- 
gress, according to Tennessee Rep. 
Harold Ford Jr., included the qual- 
ity and delivery of education and 
health care and the shoring up social 
security... In his current Harvest 



Institute Report, economist Claud 
Anderson points out that in 1865, 65 
percent of the South's farmers were 
Black. By 1992, Black farmers owned 
less than 1 percent of U.S. farms, and 
the Wall Street Journal has predict- 
ed that the low number of Black 
farmers will be "statistically irrele- 
vant" in the next census... Newest 
grandfather of triplets — New Jersey 
Rep. Donald M. Payne. The proud 
parents of two boys and a girl are his 
son, Donald Payne Jr., and his 
wife, Beatrice... Washington's Me- 
tropolitan AME Church has produced 
five U.S. Ambassadors, more than 
any other church. The quintet — 
Horace G. Dawson (Botswana), 
Howard Jeter (Botswana), Joseph 
Segars (Cape Verde) and the late 
Samuel Z. Westerfield (Liberia).. .A 
fund-raiser for congressional candi- 
date Judy Smith was held at the Lit- 
tle Rock home of Carol Willis. 



National Headliners 



Black-American Ambassador to South Afiica, former Interior Under Sec- 
retary James A. Joseph quietly establishes a record for his dealings with 
President Nelson Mandela... A disagreement over affirmative action 
threatens to disrupt the unity effort of four journalist groups of color. 

Vanessa Williams of the National 
Association of Black Journalists wants 
next year's unity conference moved 
from Seattle to another city because of 
the state's referendum on affirmative 
action... Howard University law profes- 
sor J. Clay Smith's next book. Rebels 
in Law, will be published by the Uni- 
versity of Michigan Press. 





Alexis Herman 



Harold Ford Jr. 
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▲ Warrior For Children: Famed comedian-actor Bill Cosby talks to a group 
of reporters at Harveys Casino in Council Bluffs, lA, about the importance of Big 
Brothers Big Sisters and how everyone can help give these children a chance. 
Cosby, who gave two performances at the casino's convention center, was on hand 
for the Nebraska Furniture Mart's donation of four computers and educational 
software to the Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Midlands, a nonprofit organization 
which provides mentors for single-parent children. 

▼ Welcomed Gift: Radio personality Tom Joyner (2nd, 1), accompanied by mem- 
bers of his family (3rd, 1-r), father, Hercules, brother, Albert, and son, Tom, presents 
a $28,000 check to Florida A&M University (FAMU) for student scholarships dur- 
ing the Tallahassee, FL, institution's recent summer commencement. Showing 
their appreciation for the gift are (1) FAMU President Frederick S. Humphries and 
(r) United Negro College Fund (UNCF) President WiUiam Gray. Joyner's father is 
a 1939 graduate of FAMU and Joyner's son, Oscar, received his MBA there during 
the simimer commencement. The check represents some of the funds, which were 
matched 50 cents to each dollar by the UNCF, raised through Joyner's recent radio 
call-in show to help historically Black colleges. 
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LIFESTYLES 



Can Prayer Lower Hish Blood Pressure? 




▲ Physician Dr. Elaine R. Ferguson, author 
of Healing, Health and Transformation: 
New Frontiers In Medicine, believes that 
prayer can lower high blood pressure. She 
maintains, "It can do that and a lot more." 



Anew study that was conducted by 
Duke University Medical Center 
in Durham, NC, showed that those 
who pray and attend religious ser- 
vices on a weekly basis, especially the 
"young elderly" between 65 and 74, 
had lower blood pressure than their 
counterparts who didn't. 

Jet contacted noted experts on 
spirituality and medicine to find out, 
Can prayer lower high blood pres- 
sure? 

"It can do that and a lot more," 
reveals physician Dr. Elaine R. Fer- 
guson to Jet. "On a physiological lev- 
el, you're in direct communion with 
Cjod when you pray. There are phys- 
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iological changes that occur in the 
brain. Positive changes take place in 
the hypothalamus-the part of the 
brain that really regulates the body's 
physiology-when chemicals are re- 
leased to lower blood pressure, lower 
muscle tension, lower heart rate and 
increase the lungs' capacity to carry 
oxygen." 

Dr. Ferguson, who is on staff at The 
Clinic in Altgeld in Chicago, says that 
many are beginning to take a closer 
look at spirituality and the role it plays 
in health because there's an underly- 
ing movement to include things that 
are not considered scientific which 
have been left out by modem medicine. 

"Technology, drugs and surgery is 
not enough. We must give patients 
more. The spiritual is one of those 
things," asserts the author of Heal- 
ing, Health and Transformation: 
New Frontiers In Medicine. "If we 
look at our health status in this coun- 
try, we're realizing that something is 
missing. The whole aspect of the pa- 
tient we haven't treated, and that's 
the spiritual. We're spiritual beings; 
it's part of our natural physiology 
that we have overlooked in this mate- 
rial world. We have not focused on 
the spiritual aspect, only on the five 
senses. We are connected to some- 
thing greater than we are which we 
call God." 

The recent Duke study, which 
examined 4,000 North Carolinians 
between the ages of 65 and older, 
found that the more religious the per- 
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▲ Dr. David B. Larson, who co-authored a re- 
cent study which suggested prayer can lower 
high blood pressure, tells Jet that prayer is a 
way of relaxing, which helps one to handle 
stress, the major cause of high blood pressure. 

son, particularly a person who at- 
tended religious services and prayed 
weekly or studied the Bible at least 
once a week, the lower his blood pres- 
sure. Those people, according to the 
study, were 40 percent less likely to 
have high diastolic pressure or dias- 
tolic hypertension, which is associat- 
ed with heart attacks and strokes, 
than those who didn't attend reli- 
gious services, prayed weekly or stud- 
ied the Bible at least once a week. 

Dr. David B. Larson, president of 
the National Institute for Healthcare 
Research in Rockville, MD, who co- 
authored the study, says research 
has shown that prayer can lower high 
blood pressure, most notably for the 
"young elderly." 

"The at-risk population of people 
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with illnesses, such as the elderly, 
seem to be helped if they have a faith 
and religious commitment," explains 
Dr. Larson. 'Tou don't want to be 
anxious and nervous when you're 
elderly, though you might have prob- 
lems and stress. You want to cope. It 
helps in coping skills when you have 
faith and turn to God and pray." 

Numerous studies have shown 
that religious people are less de- 
pressed, have healthier immune sys- 
tems and deal better with addictions 
than the nonreligious. What is it 
about prayer that affects health in 
such a positive way? 

"Prayer is a way of relaxing," con- 
cedes Dr. Larson. "It's a way to han- 
dle stress when you do it because you 
slow down and think. You set aside 
time to worship and relax. That's 
where some of the benefits are." 

The Duke study also reported that 
the associations between religious ac- 
tivity and blood pressure were stron- 
gest among not only the "young elder- 
ly," but also among African-Ameri- 
cans. 

"We think this is a race-ft-ee effect, 
but for one population, it was more 
beneficial," notes Dr. Larson. "The 
church is a very important institution 
in the Black community. There is a 
richness and depth there that the 
rest of us don't fully understand. In 
the African-American community 
there is a recognition that church and 
prayer is power." 

Dr. David R. Williams, professor 
of sociology and senior research sci- 
entist at the University of Michigan, 
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▲ Prayer can help to lower one's high blood 
pressure because it's a relaxation strategy, 
says Dr. David R. Williams, senior research 
scientist at the University of Michigan. 

reveals that research indicates the 
use of relaxation strategies, which 
include prayer, can in fact be helpful 
in controlling blood pressure. 

"Prayer for many involves medi- 
tation," he says. "It can help people 
to relax. It helps to ease the burdens 
they carry. Prayer is a form of coping. 
You get a partner to help you deal 
with situations that you're facing. 
They can turn their problems over to 
God, who will assist them in con- 
fronting challenges. This can give a 
person a sense of relief." 

In the late '80s Dr. Ezra Griffith 
did a study at Yale University Med- 
ical School on Wednesday night pray- 
er meetings. It found that all the ele- 



ments that exist within a therapeutic 
session also existed within the week- 
ly prayer meetings, Dr. Williams 
points out. 

"They are an alternative form of 
psychotherapy," he maintains about 
prayer meetings. "All of the thera- 
peutic elements that are found in a 
counseling session like the feedback 
and emotion£d support were the same 
as found in the prayer meetings." 

Dr. Williams also contends that 
attending church and praying on a 
regular basis could be helpful in low- 
ering high blood pressure because it 
provides social support. 

Explains Dr. Williams, "There is a 
network of friends who supplement a 
network of relatives who are sup- 
portive over the life course." 

While the study found that prayer 
tended to benefit Afi:ican-Americans 
more in lowering their blood pres- 
sure, it is still an issue that Afiican- 
Americans continue to suffer from 
hypertension at greater rates than 
others. 

"Religion can play a protective 
role, but it can't help to overcome 
everything. Were it not for reHgion, 
the health of Blacks would be a lot 
worse," cites Dr. Williams. "Here we 
have religion helping, but still African- 
Americans do poorly in terms of 
health. It illustrates that religion is 
an important protective resource for 
the Black population. The very fact 
that we have survived is a testimony 
that in the spirit of all that we've 
been exposed to, we're still a popula- 
tion thriving in many ways." 
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Bebe Moore Campbell To 
Sell Her LJt Home 

Author Bebe 
Moore Campbell 
recently put her 
home in the View 
Park section of 
L.A. on the market 
for $499,000. 
The L.A. Times 
Bebe Moore Campbell reported that Camp- 
bell and her banker-husband, Ellis 
Grordon Jr., listed their five-bedroom, 
3,500-square-foot house with realtors 
because they're looking for a larger 
home in the same upscale, mostly 
Black neighborhood. 

Campbell wrote such best-sellers 
as Singing in the Comeback Choir, 
and Your Blues Ain't Like Mine. 

Heavy D Buys David Bovrie's 
Beverly Hills Condo 

Rap star Heavy 
D recently bought 
the Beverly Hills 
condominium of 
rock legend David 
Bowie for $850,000, 
according to reports. 

The L.A. Times 
reported that Bowie 
bought the condo for $920,000 seven 
years ago. His wife, model Iman, 
helped upgrade it. The condo has 
three bedrooms, a sitting room and 
two fireplaces in 2,300 square feet, the 
paper reported. Heavy D also owns a 
home in New York City. 




Heavy D 



Advertising 



EBONY and JET have 
immediate openings for 
advertising sales represen- 
tatives in their Chicago 
and New York offices. 

Qualified individuals 
should have good 
communications skills 
and be willing to travel. 
The positions will offer 
challenging experiences 
to self-motivated individ- 
uals seeking career 
opportunities in adver- 
tising sales. A college 
degree and relevant sales 
experience preferred. 



Please forward your resume to: 

Johnson Publishing Company, Inc. 

820 South Michigan Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60605 
Attention: Human Resources 
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PEOPLE 




Wayne A. Sobers Jr., 

entrepreneur and former senior vice president for Earl G. 
Graves, Ltd., the parent company of Black Enterprise 
magazine, has rejoined the company as vice president of 
corporate communications. He'll be involved in the devel- 
opment and implementation of programs and campaigns 
to promote Black Enterprise magazine, its ancillary pro- 
ducts and divisions of Earl G. Graves, Ltd. 



Lloyd J. Jordan, 

an attorney in St. Louis, MO, has been elected Grand 
Basileus (international president) of Omega Psi Phi Fra- 
ternity. The fraternity, incorporated in 1911 on the cam- 
pus of Howard University, is now comprised of more than 
100,000 men. Jordan joined the fraternity in 1975 as an 
undergraduate student at Washington University in St. 
Louis. 



Jon Kelley, 

lead sports anchor at NBC-Ch. 5 in Chicago, has accepted 
a national sports anchor/reporter position with Fox Sports 
Network, headquartered in Los Angeles. His diverse duties 
will include covering NFL, baseball and hockey. Kelley, 
who has been with NBC since 1991, has worked as the 
station's principal sports anchor and served as the host of 
Chicago's No. 1 sports wrap-up show, "Sports Sunday." 



Dr. Terry Reynolds, 

an international lecturer in Implant Dentistry and Diplo- 
mate of the American Board of Oral Implant Dentistry 
who resides in Atlanta, has been elected president of the 
American Academy of Implant Dentistry. He is the first 
Black person to hold this position. The 48-year-old Acad- 
emy is the oldest oral implant organization in the coun- 
try. 



Percy Luney, 

dean of the school of law at North Carolina Central Uni- 
versity in Durham, NC, has been named president for the 
National Judicial College Board of Trustees,which is 
based in Reno, NV. The National Judicial College is the 
premier institution in the United States that trains state 
court judges as well as federal and state administrative 
law judges. 
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^ This Week In Black History <^ 

August 25, 1925- 

► On this day, labor and civil rights leader A. Philip 
Randolph founded the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car 
Porters, a union for Black Pullman railroad car attendants. 
The union struggled with the Pullman Company, one of the 
most powerful businesses in the country, for 12 years and 
eventually negotiated a contract. This victory, the first con- 
tract ever between a company and a Black union, garnered 
Randolph recognition as a major Black labor leader. He died 
at age 90 in 1979. 

August 29, 1920- 

A Charles (Yardbird) Parker, one of the founders 
of the Modem Jazz Movement and famous alto saxo- 
phonist, was born in Kansas City, MO, on this day. 
Parker left school at age 15 to become a professional 
musician, and he spent his early years with a group of 
fun-loving musicians in Kansas City. He relocated to 
New York in 1939. In the early 1940s, Parker played 
with the bands of Earl Hines, Andy Kirk, Noble Sissle 
and the original Billy Eckstine Band. "Bird" set himself 
apart from his predecessors by improvision, an ad- 
mirable boldness in his inventions and by revolution- 
ary tonal conceptions. In the years before his death in 1955, "Bird" con- 
fined most of his activity to working with a quintet in the New York area, 
making his final appearance at Birdland, the club which had been named 
in his honor. 



August 30, 1983- 

► Lt. Col. Guion S. Bluford, Jr. became the 
first Black U.S. astronaut to travel in space on this 
day. He served as mission specialist on space shuttle 
Challenger's third mission. Bluford earned a master's 
degree with distinction and Ph.D. in aerospace engi- 
neering at the Air Force Institute of Technology. He 
flew on three more missions to space before he retired 
fi-om NASA in 1993 after serving 15 years. 
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▲ Howard University President H. Patrick Swygert and Rep. Louis Stokes (I) stand next to 
a rendering of the university's new health sciences library named in honor of the congress- 
man and scheduled for construction in 1999. 

Howard University To Name New Library 
In Honor Of Consressman Louis Stokes 



Howard University President 
H. Patrick Swygert recently an- 
nounced that the prestigious African- 
American university will name its 
new health sciences library in honor 
of Ohio Representative Louis Stokes. 

The announcement was made at 
an Ohio retirement celebration for 
Stokes who since 1968 has served 15 
consecutive terms in the House of 
Representatives. Howard Universi- 
ty, the only university in the nation 
invited to attend the event, chose to 
name the library, scheduled to begin 
construction in 1999, in honor of 
Stokes because of his health-care 
advocacy in the African-American 
community. 

"Congressman Louis Stokes char- 
acterizes the spirit of leadership that 
transcends mere political process," 



said President Swygert. "He has been 
an advocate, a crusader and a veri- 
table symbol of hope not only to the 
Afiican- American commimity, but to 
the entire nation." Swygert added, 
"Even more, he has been a true friend 
to Howard University." 

Stokes was a staimch advocate for 
the university in his capacity as the 
third-ranking minority member of 
the Appropriations Committee. 

As the 11th most senior repre- 
sentative in the House and the ninth- 
ranking Democrat in Congress, Rep. 
Stokes has given his full support to 
health issues of particular concern to 
the African-American community 
through work with enterprises such 
as the Minority Organ and Tissue 
Transplant Education Program, based 
at Howard University Hospital. 



81 



Giris Outperform Boys 
In Hish School: Study 

High school girls do better than 
boys in school says a recent report. 
These young ladies also expect to 
earn just as much in careers in the 
millennium. 

According to the report, spon- 
sored by the Horatio Alger Associa- 
tion, a group that helps young peo- 
ple, girls spend more time on home- 
work than boys (6.8 hours per week 
vs. 5.4). 

One third of the girls in the study 
said they "received mostly A's on 
their last report card." Fewer than 
one-fifth of boys said the same. 

And since girls are outperforming 



The Boston branch of the NAACP 
is accusing the Boston Globe of prac- 
ticing a double standard for sus- 
pending White columnist Mike Bar- 
nicle just weeks after forcing out a 
Black female columnist. 

The Globe first suspended Bar- 
nicle, then asked for his resignation 
after it was revealed that one of his 
columns contained unattributed jokes 
from a comedian's book. 

B£imicle, however, refused to re- 
sign his position, and the paper 
recently agreed to let him stay after 
he serves a two-month suspension 
without pay. 



boys in the classroom, they expect to 
be their equals when it comes to 
career pay as well. Forty-three per- 
cent of boys expect to earn $35,000 
at the start of their careers com- 
pared with 39 percent of the girls, 
the study said. 

Three-fourths of girls "believe 
they will have many opportunities 
available to them after they gradu- 
ate." Two-thirds of boys agreed. 

The report was based on a survey 
of 1,195 randomly chosen students 
ages 14-18 who will spend most of 
their lives in the 21st century. 

Other findings include that mi- 
nority students, on average, study 
more than Whites. And White girls 
study more than White boys. 



JOURNALISM 



The controversy came less than 
two months after the Globe asked 
for-and received-the resignation of 
columnist Patricia Smith, who ad- 
mitted to fabricating characters 
and quotations (Jet, July 6). 

"It is clearly a double standard 
that has both racial and gender impli- 
cations," said a statement fi'om the 
Boston chapter of the National Asso- 
ciation for the Advancement of Col- 
ored People. 

Vanessa Williams, president of 
the National Association of Black 
Journalists, called the Globe's deci- 
sion "disgraceful." 



Local NAACP Cites Boston Globe's ■ 
'Double Standard' In Discipline Of H 
Black And Mfhite Columnists 
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Heart Failure Deaths Drop Amons Blacks 



Heart failure deaths among older 
Blacks fell dramatically from 1988 to 
1995, according to a government re- 
port. 

The drop represents a reversal of 
an eight-year increase in deaths from 
the ailment, which is distinguished 
by a weakening and enlarging of the 
heart muscle, the USA Today quoted 
the study as saying. The report stud- 
ied people 65 years old and older. 

Overall, the death rate dropped 
from 117 per 100,000 in 1988 to 108 
per 100,000 in 1995, according to the 



Centers for Disease Control and Pre- 
vention (CDC) report. And the lar- 
gest decline of all, a drop of 3 percent 
occurred among Black men, followed 
closely by Black women and White 
women. 

"Previously, Black adults had 40 
percent greater likelihood of dying 
from heart failure than White adults," 
said Janet Croft, a CDC epidemiolo- 
gist and lead author of the report. 

The report speculated that the de- 
cline could be due to better heart dis- 
ease treatment. 



T SMAsmNG Donation: Dr. Lorraine Hale, president-CEO of Hale House in New 
York, thanks members of the alternative rock group The Smashing Pumpkins (1- 
r), James Iha, Billy Corgan and D'arcy, after it contributed a hefty $419,000 to 
Hale House. The generous gift by the Grammy Award- winning group was the 
largest benefit performance contribution that the organization has received in its 
29-year history. Smashing Pumpkins performed for two sold-out shows at New 
York's Radio City Music Hall. Hale House, America's oldest and best-known inde- 
pendent charity, cares for babies who are bom addicted to drugs, alcohol, tobac- 
co and sometimes infected with HIV. Founded by Dr. Hale's late mother, Clara 
McBride Hale, known affectionately as Mother Hale, some 3,000 babies have 
found sanctuary at Hale House over the years. 





Black Leaders Give Tips On 
Stayins Fit And Healthy 



So many people say they want to 
get in shape and start to take better 
care of themselves, but they just can't 
find the time. They make all kinds of 
excuses fi'om being too busy, too tired 
or just not interested in a rigorous 
workout routine. 

But some of the America's most 
powerful leaders, who have hectic 
schedules, say there is a way to make 
fitness and health a part of your dai- 
ly life. 

U.S. Surgeon General Dr. David 
Satcher recently told Ebony in its 
recent "Annual Black Health & Fit- 
ness" special section in the maga- 
zine's July issue that walking is a 



great way to stay fit. 

"Walking is probably the best all- 
around exercise for most people," 
Satcher explains. 

Satcher beUeves that the first step 
in starting an exercise regimen is to 
find an activity that you enjoy. 

"The best exercise routine for any 
person is one they will actually do," 
he stresses. "You can buy all the 
sports equipment and clothing you 
want and you can join a health club, 
but if the gear stays in the closet and 
you don't actually go to the health 
club, it doesn't do you any good," he 
points out. 

People also need to realize that 




Softer than Thicker than 

the leading brandl the leading brand. 
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stajdng fit does not mean you have to 
work out like you are training for the 
Olympics. 

Research shows that only 30 min- 
utes of moderate physical activity a 
day for at least five days a week can 
produce substantial health benefits. 

Moderate activity includes walk- 
ing, biking, jogging and swimming. 
It also includes everyday activities 
such as washing the car, walking the 
dog, working in the garden and rak- 
ing leaves. One should always consult 
with your doctor before starting any 
rigorous exercise routine. 

California Congresswoman Max- 
ine Waters says she loves working 
out. "I do some kind of exercise every- 
day. I combine some kind of aerobics, 
such as walking or jogging, with 



stretching and a little bit of strength 
training. It relieves any and all 
stress." 

New Jersey Congressman Donald 
Payne has a more aggressive exercise 
program. "I do a lot of coaching. I play 
touch football — defensive back; you 
have to be pretty quick for that. And 
I work out with my 11 -year-old grand- 
son, Shakir, who's an All-star on his 
basketball team." 

Walking is a key part of Labor 
Secretary Alexis Herman's fitness 
plan. "I believe in walking," she 
explains. "So sometimes I may just 
leave my office and take a walk around 
the Capitol, and if I am lucky enough 
to get home early in the evening, I 
take a walk around the Jefferson 
Memorial." 
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Softly awaken the beauty of your sensuality with Fashion Fair's new 
Soft & Sensuous collection. Red Silk, Velvet Wiolet 
and Cashmere Brown Lipsticks are 
complemented by Grey Mist/Smoke, 
Soft Rose/Quiet Violet and Golden 
Ginger/Sepia Eye Shadow Duos, plus 



Mocha and Charcoal Liquid Eye 
Liners for an appealing look 
that captivates. 
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CefeSrating ZSJears Of beauty 



Another Fine Product From Ebony Chicago • New York • London • Paris 
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>il ihc Fashion Fair beauty counter and try l\\Q Soft & Sensuous Collection. 
Receive a 7-piece gift w ith a S16.00 or more Fashion Fair purchase at these fine stores. 



Aiig.23-Sept5 
ALABAMA 

BELK 

Gadsden 

KJTCHINS 

Anniston 

ARKANSAS 

BELK 

Stuttgart 

FLORIDA 

BELK 

Fort Pierce; Gainesville; 
Lakeland; Leesburg; 
Meltx)ume; Ocala; 
Sebring; St. Augustine: 
Titusviile; 
Winter Haven 

GEORGU 

BELK 

Albany; Americus; 
Athens; Bainbridge; 
Brunswick; Carrollton; 
Centersville; Cordele; 
Covington; Dublin; 
Gainesville; Griffin; 
La Grange; Macon; 
Milledgeville; Moultrie; 
Newman; Rome; 
Savannah; St. Marys; 
Statesboro; Thomaston; 
Thomasville; Tifton; 
Toccoa; Valdosta; 
Vidalia; Waycross 

INDIANA 
BACONS 

Clarksville 
KENTUCKY 
BACONS 
Louisville 
MrALPlNS 
Lexington 
MISSISSIPPI 
BELK 
Corinth 
NORTH CAROLINA 
BELK 
Ahoskie; Albemarle; 



Asheboro; Ashevlle; 
Burlington; Cary; 
Chapel Hill; Charlotte; 
Clinton; Concord; 
Dunn; Durham; Eden; 
Elizabeth City; 
Fayetteville; 
Forest City; Gastonia; 
Greensboro; Greenville; 
Henderson; Hickory; 
High Point; 
Jacksonville; Kinston; 
Lauringburg; 
Lincolnton; Lumberton; 
Monroe; Morehead 
City; Morganton; 
New Bern; Pineville; 
Raleigh; Reidsville; 
Roanoke Rapids; 
Rockingham; Salisbury; 
Sanford; Shelby; 
Siler City; Smithfield; 
Southern Pines; 
Slatesvillc; Washington; 
Whiteville; Williamston; 
Wilmington; Wilson; 
Winston-Salem 

OfflO 

LION 

Toledo 
Ml ALPIN S 

Cincinnati 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
BELK 

Aiken; Anderson; 
Beaufort; Camden; 
Charleston; Conway; 
Florence; Gaffney; 
Georgetown; Greenville; 
Greenwoixi; Greer; 
Hartsville; Lake City; 
Lancaster; Laurens; 
Myrtle Beach; 
North Augusta; 
North Charleston; 
Orangeburg; Rock Hill; 
Seneca; Spartanburg; 
Sumnierville; Sumter; 
Union; Walterboro 

TENNESSEE 

BELK 

Chattanooga; 
Clarksville; Jackson 



TEXAS 

BELK 

Paris 

VIRGINU 
BELK 

Charlottesville; 
Chesapeake; 
Colonial Heights; 
Danville; Farmville; 
Franklin; 
Fredericksburg; 
Glen Allen; Lynchburg; 
Martinsville; 
Newport News: 
Richmond; Roanoke; 
South Boston; 
Virginia Beach 

Aug. 30 - Sept 12 
ALABAMA 

ROGERS 

Florence; Muscle Shoals 

CALIFORMA 

>L\CYS 

Bakersfield; Cerritos; 
Concord; Culver City; 
Daly City: Fairfield; 
Fresno; Hayward; 
Los Angeles; Montclair; 
Newark: Palo Alto; 
Richmond; Riverside; 
Sacramento; 
San Bernardino; 
San Clair; San Diego: 
San Francisco: San Jose; 
San Leandro; Stockton; 
Torrence 

CONNECTICUT 

FILENE'S 

Farmington; 
Manchester: Milford; 
Stamford; Waterbury 

FLORIDA 

LOKl) & TAYLOR 

Miami; 

West Palm Beach 
ILLINOIS 
FAMOUS BARK 

Fairview Heights 



INDUNA 

L. S. AYRES 

Fort Wayne; 
Indianapolis; 
Merrillville 

LOUISUNA 

DILURD'S 

Monroe 

MoRAE'S 

Baton Rouge 

MASSACHUSETTS 

FILE.NE S 

Auburn; Boston; 
Braintrec; Cambridge; 
Holyoke; Saugus; 
Springfield 

MISSOURI 

FAMOl S BARR 

Florissant: Richmond 
Heights: St Louis 

MISSISSIPPI 

DILLARD'S 

Jackson; Ridgeland 

NEVADA 
MACY'S 

Las Vegas 

NEW YORK 
BON TON 

Buffalo 

FILENE\S 

Gilderiand; West Nyack 

RHODE ISLAND 
FILENE'S 
Warwick 

TENNESSEE 

DILLARDS 

Antioch; Franklin; 

Goodlettsville; 

Nashville 

TEXAS 
MACYS 
Houston 
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A Weddins Day Bliss: Jonathan A. 
DewBerry and the former Patrice M. 
Brown are on cloud nine after they 
married at The Grand Lido Braco Re- 
sort in Montego Bay, Jamaica. The 
bride, a graduate of South Suburban 
College, is a registered nurse at Saint 
Margaret's Hospital in Hammond, 
IN. The groom, a graduate of Colimi- 
bia College, is assistant program di- 
rector/music director of radio station 
WGCI-FM in Chicago. 




A Embraceable You: Dean Heath 
Garrett made Natasha Denise Tay- 
lor his new bride in an elegant cer- 
emony at the Sixteenth Street Bap- 
tist Church in Birmingham, AL. 
The bride, a graduate of Dillard Uni- 
versity and Southern University, is a 
clinical psychology doctoral candi- 
date at the University of Houston. 
The groom, a graduate of Indiana 
University, plays center for the NBAs 
Denver Nuggets. 



^ Anniversary in Africa: Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas A. Prince, Sr. celebrated 50 
years of marital bliss with family 
during a visit to Ghana in Africa. 
Thelma Prince is a retired elemen- 
tary teacher in the Detroit Public 
Schools, and her mate for five de- 
cades is a retired secondary teacher 
fi'om the Youth Home School in the 
Detroit Public Schools. They are the 
parents of four children, the grand- 
parents of three and great-grand- 
parents of four. 





A Gramblins Grads Wed: LaTroy Dion 
Sullivan made the former Roxanne 
Monique Dugas his wife at Progressive 
Baptist Church in Lafayette, LA. They 
are both graduates of Greimbling State 
University. The bride, also a graduate 
of Bradley University, is a financial 
business analyst at State Farm Insur- 
ance Companies. The groom is a corpo- 
rate staff accoimtant for Caterpillsir, 
Inc. They honeymooned in New Or- 
leans and Key West, FL. 



▲ Power Of Love: Yves Bernard Mc- 
Mullen exchanged marital vows dur- 
ing an enchanted ceremony with 
Gina Marie Monteiro at the Detroit 
Yacht Club in Detroit, MI. The happy 
bride, a graduate of the University of 
Michigan, works for the University 
of Michigan Medical Center. The 
proud bridegroom, also a graduate 
of the University of Michigan, is a 
strategic consultant for Blue Cross/ 
Blue Shield. 




< To Have And To Hokk Derek L. 
White and Erika L. Tutson joined as 
husband and wife at Mount Vernon 
Missionary Baptist Church in Jack- 
sonville, FL. The bride is a graduate 
of Greorgia Southern University. She 
is a customer support representative 
with Aerotek Inc. The groom attend- 
ed Florida State University. He is a 
senior claims associate with Univer- 
sal Card Services. Montego Bay, Ja- 
m£iica, was the site of the romance- 
filled honeymoon for the loving duo. 
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American and 
European designs 
have never been 
more exotic, 
divene and 
striking w 
exciiing, 

DonH miss this 
event of the year 
when it comes to 
your city. 





Ticket prices indude one year subscription 
to EBONY or six months to JET. 




Fall '98 Itinerary 

(Partial Listing) 



Matteson, IL Wed.,9/9 

M.ittt^son Holiday Inn 8:00 pm 

Schaumburg, IL Thurs., 9/10 

Pr^iiric Center For the Arts 8:00 pm 

Milwaukee, Wl Fri.,9/11 

Mt. Mary College 8:00 pm 

Ft. Wayne, IN Sat., 9/12 

Scottish Rite Auditorium 8:00 pm 

Columbus, OH Sun., 9/13 

PaLue Theatre 7:00 pm 

Harrisburg, PA Tue.,9/15 

The Forum 8:00 pm 

Allentown, PA Thurs., 9/1 7 

Scottish Rite Cathedral 8:00 pm 

Wilmington, DE Fri.,9/18 

Brandywine High School 8:00 pm 

Atlantic City, NJ Sat., 9/19 

Resorts Casino Hotel 1 .00 pm 

Trenton, N| Sun., 9/20 

Notre Dame High School 5:00 pm 

Bridgeport, CT Tue., 9/22 

University ot Bridgeport 8:00 pm 
Bernhara Center-Merton Theater 

Stamford, CT Wed., 9/23 

The Italian Center of Stamford, Inc. 8:00 pm 

Providence, Rl Thurs., 9/24 

Venus de Milo 8:00 pm 

Hartford, CT Fri., 9/25 

LaRenaissance ■ 8:00 pm 
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Halle Berry, Vlwic a A. fox , Leia Rochon 
And larenz Tate^^^™^'™» 



^ Fall In Love' 




▲ hela Rochon, Halle Berry and Vivica A. Fox play the three women who fall in love with 
and marry Frankie Lymon (Larenz Tate) at almost the same time. 



The sexy, scandalous life of Frankie 
Lymon and the three women he 
married without ever divorcing has 
been brought to the big screen in 
Why Do Fools Fall In Love. 

The film's title refers to one of the 
biggest hits of the 1950s, a song writ- 
ten and performed by the hot New 
York group Frankie Lymon and The 
Teen-Agers. The movie revolves 
around a 1986 court dispute among 
three women who claim to be the 



widow of Lymon. The concept of 
bigamy meant absolutely nothing to 
Lymon or any of the women in his 
life. 

Larenz Tate is Lymon, a talented 
singer who also was quite the ladies' 
man, wooing them with his boyish 
charm. He went into an emotional 
tailspin when drugs overtook his life. 

Halle Berry is Zola Taylor, the 
elegant and sole female member of 
The Platters. She had a 10-year rela- 
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A Lymon wowed audiences 
across the country with his 
smooth voice and captured 
the hearts of three women in 
particular-among them at 
right, Elizabeth Waters 
(Vivica A. Fox), a welfare 
mom, whom he adorns with a 
fur coat. 

► Halle Berry is the sexy and 
elegant Zola Taylor, the lone 
female member of the hit 
group The Platters, who even- 
tually gave way to Ly man's 
irresistible charm in the 
movie. 





tionship with Lymon. Vivica A. Fox 
is Elizabeth Waters, a welfare mom, 
shoplifter and hooker who was 
amazed that a superstar would want 
to be with her. 

Lela Rochon is Emira Eagle, a 
low-key and demure Southern school- 



teacher who met Lymon while he 
was on leave from the Army. 

In the early 1980s, Diana Ross re- 
recorded Why Do Fools Fall In Love. 
Her version became a mega-success. 
That brought the women running to 
law offices to lay claim to whatever 
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•4 Zola Taylor (Berry) had a 10- 
year relationship with the famed 
young singer. Lymon's juggling 
act with the women in his life 
caught up with him (below) as 
Taylor unexpectedly finds him 
kissing Waters (Fox) in a swim- 
ming pool. 

money was now due to the 
estate of Lymon, who died 
in 1968. Each woman 
assumes that she is the sole 
spouse of Lymon. They 
insult one another, take 
swings at one another and 
end up slugging it out in 
court to get the millions and 
discredit the other two. 

Tate told Jet: "This is a 
departure from what you've 
seen me do. You want to re- 
invent yourself. What bet- 
ter way to re-invent myself 
than to do a bio pic (biogra- 
phy picture), a special bio 
pic. This is a special film. 
It's special because it re- 
flects a time where a lot of 
people in the music busi- 
ness didn't know about the 
business. And Frankie Ly- 
mon is a product of not 
knowing about business. 
And the thing about him 
was that he loved women. 
He married three of them, 
one right after the other." 

Director Gregory Nava, 
who directed Selena, said, 

< Among the women Lymon 
seduced was schoolteacher 
Emira Eagle (Rochon), who 
became Lymon's third wife. 




"This is a great tale! A wonderful sto- 
ry. Much of the story takes place 
when he's no longer a big recording 
star, but still does performances. The 
characters are so great. And this 
movie asks the eternal question: 
'Why do fools fall in love?' We all 
want to know. It's so interesting that 
the guy who wrote and performed 
Why Do Fools Fall In Love would 
have such an incredibly crazy, foolish 
love life." 

Nava said he was considering 
bringing in a complete newcomer for 
the role of Lymon. But Larenz Tate 



► Lymon was a 
96-pound 8th- 
grader when the 
group, Frankie 
Lymon and The 
Teen-Agers, won 
fame with songs 
like Why Do 
Fools Fall In 
Love and Please 
Be Mine. The 
group consisted of 
Lymon (c), John 
Negroni, 

Sherman Gaines, 
James Merchant 
and Herman 
Santiago. 



■< Little Richard, who toured 
years ago with Frankie Lymon 
and The Teen-Agers, stars as 
himself in the movie. Ben 
Vereen portrays the group's 
manager, who guided their 
early career. 

came in and said he want- 
ed to do it. "I immediately 
realized he could do it. He 
could make Frankie Ly- 
mon live again and be 
alive. We're showing all of 
Frankie's life from when he did Why 
Do Fools Fall In Love to when he 
overdosed in 1968. He was 26 or 
something like that. We needed an 
actor who could play both ends and 
Larenz has the age that he could 
play younger and a little older." 

In the film, Berry's character is 
elegant and sensitive. But, she's also 
aggressive and feisty. Zola and Eliz- 
abeth knew each other before the 
1986 court battle. When they initial- 
ly see each other, four-letter words 
fly along with fists. Rochon's Emir a 
character was new to both. She was 
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meek, refined and conservative. 
Even though Zola and Ehzabeth dis- 
hked each other, they joined forces 
to express disdain for what they saw 
as Miss Goody Two Shoes. 

"Little Richard" Penniman makes 
a significant, humorous cameo ap- 
pearance. He plays himself in the 
film and takes the stand and gives 
his take on Lymon's life and loves. Of 
course, he has to talk about his place 
in music history. 

Miguel Nunez of "Sparks" fame 
plays the young Little Richard in the 
film. 

Each woman had emotional, hu- 
morous and devastating tales to tell 
about Lymon and how he affected 
her life. 

Tina Andrews, the screenwriter 
who came up with the idea initially, 
told Jet: "It was fascinating to get to 
know Frankie's life as told through 



these women. So, I started with the 
female characters first. That was 
how I pitched the project to the stu- 
dio. They picked it up in 24 hours 
and said, Tes, let's make this movie 
immediately.' The pitch was simple: 
It's the story of three women who 
married one man. He not only mar- 
ries all three of them, but hadn't 
divorced any of them. It's bigamy 
and then bigamy on top of bigamy 
with the women. These women were 
still married to their husbands when 
they married Frankie. Diverse wo- 
men found something about this one 
man to love. Conversely, he saw 
something in these very different 
women that attracted him to them." 

In addition to a superstar cast, 
the film's soundtrack features such 
musical superstars as Missy Elliott, 
the Spice Girls and En Vogue. 

— Aldore Collier 



Amellc Simpson, OJ/s Daushter, 
Gets Jail Time For Drank-Drivins 



NEWSMAKERS 



Amelle Simpson, daughter 
of O.J. Simpson, was sen- 
tenced to 48 hours in county 
jail and fined $2,810 for dri- 
ving drunk. 

The 29-year-old pleaded no 
contest in Beverly Hills 
Municipal Court. She was 
£irrested April 4 and hospital- 
ized for injuries after her 
black Saab convertible ran into a bus 
bench, then crashed through an apart- 
ment wall. 

The Los Angeles County district 




Arnelle Simpson 



attorney's office reported that 
Simpson's blood alcohol level 
measured at .20 percent. A 
driver is legally drunk at .08 
percent. 

Simpson's sentence also 
included five years' probation, 
restricted driving privileges 
and an alcohol treatment pro- 
gram. 

She faces an Oct. 15 hearing in 
which the court will determine how 
much restitution she must pay for the 
building she crashed into. 



36 



aterial 




For Great Looking Skin 

Vantex can fade your blemishes away in just 
3 to 6 weeks for eventoned skin on your 
face, hands and body. The creme 
formula helps fade dark spots, age 
spots, freckles and other 
skin discolorations. 




Cdebrating 25 Q^ears Of (Beauty 
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►Mo' Money For Puffy: Being a bad 
boy has been nothing less than good for 
Hip Hop musician-record executive- 
entrepreneur Sean "Puffy" Combs. The 
millionaire performer reportedly will 
receive a bonus of between $40 million 
and $45 million for an undisclosed deal 
from media giant BMG, the parent 
company of his label, Bad Boy 
Entertainment, according to a recent 
article in Newsweek. The article also 
said that Combs possibly could get 
another $10 million to $20 million lat- 
er. Combs, who is getting set to make 
his big screen debut in the Oliver Stone 
flick, Any Given Sunday, is banking on 
this to be just the beginning of a long 
career in music, movies and publishing. 
"I'm trying to go where no yoxmg Black 
man has gone before, and I pray to God 
that people are affected in a positive 
way by the things I do," he told the magazine. Combs, who goes by the stage 
name Puff" Daddy, is enjoying success with his current hit, Come With Me, a 
heavy metal-laced hip hop time which features veteran rock star Jimmy Page. 

Mandela Reveals ¥fliy His Marriase To 
Graca Machel Was Sudden And Secret 



South African President Nel- 
son Mandela says he tied the knot 
with Graca Machel under "unbear- 
able" pressure from friends. 

Mandela noted that his relation- 
ship with Ms. Machel was out in 
the open for two years before their 
surprise wedding July 18. Members 
of the clergy complained the couple 

► South African President Nelson Mandela 
whose recent marriage to his new wife, 
Graca Machel, came as a surprise to many, 
says they were under pressure to do so. 
Members of the clergy complained the couple 
set a bad example by not getting married. 
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set a bad example by not getting 
married. 

"Even in Parliament in my coim- 
try, deputies told me I should get 
married," Mandela said. "The pres- 
sure became unbearable." 

Mandela said they kept the wed- 
ding secret because they wouldn't 
have known which of the "numerous 
friends" who have helped South 
Africa should be invited, and to avoid 
clogging the streets with traffic. 

Ms. Machel resisted marriage for 
a long time because she didn't want 
to give up her work and her status in 
her native Mozambique as the widow 
of Samora Machel, the former presi- 
dent of Mozambique. She is a highly 
popular and influential figure in 
Mozambique and headed the first 
United Nations study on the impact 
of war on children. 

Despite her marriage to Mandela, 
she continues to live in Mozambique 
and uses her own name. 





Bryant Gumbci's News 
Show, 'Public Eye,' 
Cancelled By CBS 

CBS-TV is re- 
portedly canceling 
"Public Eye," the 
newsmagazine 
featuring Bryant 
Gumbel. 

High produc- 
tion costs, poor ra- 
tings and compar- 
atively lower advertising rates killed 
the show, according to news reports. 

Gumbel, formerly the long-time 
host of NBC's "Today" show, told the 
New York Daily News he was pleased 
with the show's ratings this summer, 
but acknowledged the difficulties of 
getting a newsmagazine off the 
ground. 

"It's hard when you're not trying 
to sensationalize something," he told 
the Daily News. 

The show first aired last Septem- 
ber after CBS signed Gumbel to a 
five-year contract that pays him an 
estimated $5 million a year. 

CBS News president Andrew Hey- 
ward told the newsmagazine's staff- 
ers that they would lose their jobs. 

Gumbel's plans were unclear. 
There is a chance-though unlikely- 
that he could become an on-air corre- 
spondent for "60 Minutes 11" or cre- 
ate a syndicated talk or news show, 
the New York Post said. 

The final edition of "Public Eye" is 
to air Sept. 16. 



A PRESroENTS Meet: Tanzanian President Benjamin Nkapa (1) and Kenyan 
President Daniel Arap Moi meet at an airport in Nairobi, Kenya. The two lead- 
ers discussed the recent bombings at the U.S. embassies in the two countries 
that claimed at least 257 lives and injured more than 5,400. At least three 
Blacks were among the 12 Americans who were killed in the deadly blasts. 



North Carolina Klan Leader Resisns; Says 
He Is 'Tired Of Hatins' 



A leader of the Ku Klux Klan 
chapter in North Carolina turned in 
his robes and resigned from the 
organization, saying he is "tired of 
hating." 

After eight months as a Klans- 
man, Rodney Hunt, 34, resigned in 
front of the Davidson County Sher- 
iffs office and two Black ministers. 

"I never did hate 'em (Black peo- 
ple)," Hunt said. But Klansmen have 
to follow orders from the group's 
national headquarters, he said. 



"What we was doing was making 
war," Hunt said. "After you hate so 
long, it just destroys you." 

He said the pressure of Klan 
membership caused him to fre- 
quently lose his temper with his wife 
and 11-year-old son. 

Hunt said he joined the Klan 
mainly for money. Chapter leaders 
get to keep a portion of the dona- 
tions they raise. His duties also 
included recruiting and staging 
marches. 
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Il BmTHDAY Joy: Superstar Whitney Houston and her hubby, singer Bobby Brown, 
sHce her cake during her recent 35th birthday bash attended by 450 guests at New 
York's China Club. Among those on hand for the festivities were the singer's fam- 
ily, including her mother, Cissy Houston, and cousin, Dionne Warwick. Whitney, 
who executive-produced the TV movie Cinderella, is also celebrating the seven 
Emmy nominations the movie special has received. 
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skill Care Inspired By Nature 



Fashion Fail' introduces THE BOTANICALS: inspired b)' nature the gentle 
plant extracts of this new sldn cleansing system takes special care whether your skin is 
sensitive, diy, oily or nonnal. BOTANICAL CLEANSING GEL is soap-free and 
oil-free. Chamomile and Calendula help leave sldn feeling soft, clean and supple. 
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Wanda Jones 

is an account 
manager from 
Arlington, VA. 
She enjoys 
watching music 
videos. 

Photo by 
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■ Stella's Fella At Movie Premiere: Hot new handsome hunk Taye Diggs, 
who makes his silver screen debut as the leading man in the hit movie How 
Stella Got Her Groove Back, attends the movie's premiere at Mann's Chinese 
Theatre in Hollywood with his girlfriend, actress-singer Adina Mezel. The two 
starred in the Broadway musical Rent. 
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Kidding With Kobe: Philippine President Joseph Estrada playfully attempts 
to block a shot by Los Angeles Lakers basketball star Kobe Bryant when the two 
met at Malacanang Palace in Manila. Bryant was on a five-day visit there which 
included basketball clinics and visits with Manila's street children. 
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Convicted Murderer Of Ennis Cosby, Mikail 
Markhasev, Gets Sentenced To Life In Prison 




A Mikail Markhasev (r) sits with his attor- 
ney. Deputy Alternate Public Defender 
Henry Hall, in a Santa Monica courtroom 
as Superior Court Judge David Perez 
hands down his sentence of life in prison 
for the murder of Ennis Cosby. 

The man convicted of killing 
Ennis Cosby, the son of entertainer 
Bill Cosby, was recently sentenced to 
life in prison without the possibility 
of parole. 

Lawyers for Mikail Markhasev, 
19, were not able to persuade L.A. 
Superior Court Judge David Perez 
that he warranted a new trial. 



They had claimed publicly that 
their client was the victim of mis- 
conduct by prosecutors. 

A jury of six men and six women 
convicted Markhasev of the murder 
in July after hearing more than two 
weeks of testimony. 

Markhasev sat expressionless 
during the sentencing. He said "No" 
after the judge asked whether he had 
anything to say. 

Before sentencing was pronoun- 
ced, Eric Hanks, Ennis Cosby's 
uncle, spoke for the family and spoke 
about his nephew's life and dreams. 
Reportedly, Erin, Ennis' sister cried 
as Hanks read a poem titled Sisters 
that the victim wrote shortly before 
his death. 

Hanks talked about his nephew 
Ennis' struggle with dyslexia and his 
dream of establishing a school for 
disabled children after completing 
his master's degree at Columbia Uni- 
versity. 

The L.A. Times quoted court 
papers as saying that the 1997 homi- 
cide left Bill Cosby and his family 
"intensely bitter" toward Markha- 
sev. "The malice, hatred and ill will 
leading to his murder must be kept 
off America's streets forever," Cosby 
said in a statement attached to 
Markhasev's sentencing report, the 
Times said. 

The report quoted Cosby's wife 
Camille as saying: "Mikail Markha- 
sev's only regret about his crime is 



46 



Ci 



that he got caught. I don't want him 
to ever experience freedom again." 

The paper said some members of 
the Cosby family were outraged by 
what they saw as Markhasev's lack 
of remorse and his "arrogant smirk- 
ing" manner in court. 

The report, the paper said, re- 
vealed Markhasev's hatred of Blacks 
and his dedication to gang life and a 
previously unrevealed knife attack 
on a Black youth slightly more than 
a year before he murdered Ennis 

Crime Rate Declines; 
Prison Population 
Continues To Rise 

Although the crime rate has been 
declining for six straight years, the 
nation's prison population grew by 5.2 
percent in 1997, according to the Jus- 
tice Department. 

The New York Times reported in 
an article that experts cite among the 
specific reasons for the continued 
growth in the prison population are 
longer sentences, reduced use of pa- 
role, increased arrests of parole vio- 
lators, sending them back to prison, 
and improved efficiency by the police 
in solving crimes as there are fewer 
crimes to solve. 

Using new methods to analyze the 
race of state and federal prisoners, 
the report by the Bureau of Justice 
Statistics found that the incarcera- 
tion rate for Black men in 1996 was 
3,096 per 100,000, eight times the 
rate for White men at 370 per 



Cosby on Jan. 16, 1997. 

The paper reported that in 1995 
Markhasev, using an eight-inch lock- 
ing blade, stabbed a Black youth in 
the arm and was about to stab him a 
second time when a police officer 
stopped him. He was put in county 
detention for a year. 

The report, according to the 
L.A. Times, "demonstrated that 
he (Markhasev) is and will forev- 
er remain, an extreme danger to 
society." 



100,000, and more than double the 
rate for Hispanic men at 1,276 per 
100,000. The figures, according to the 
New York Times, provided one of the 
most powerful illustrations of racial 
disparity in the nation's prisons. 

The report also said that at the 
end of 1996 there were more Black 
men in prison than White, 526,200 to 
510,900. The racial disparities, it was 
reported, were particularly striking 
among young men with 8.3 percent 
of Black men age 25 to 29 in prison in 

1996, compared with 2.6 percent of 
Hispanic men in the same age group 
and 0.8 percent of White men of that 
age group. 

Overall, the Justice Department 
revealed in the new report that the 
number of Americans in local jails and 
in state and federal prisons rose to 
1,725,842 in 1997, up from 1.1 million 
in 1990. 

During that period, the incarcera- 
tion rate in state and federal prisons 
rose to 445 per 100,000 Americans in 

1997, up from 292 per 100,000 in 1990. 
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Chicaso Boys, 7 and 8, Charsed With 
IGllins Girl For Her Bike, Police Say 



Two Chicago boys, ages 7 and 8, 
have been charged with killing an 11- 
year-old girl so that they could take 
her bicycle. They are believed to be 
the youngest children in Chicago his- 
tory ever accused of murder. 

Police say, according to the Chica- 
go Sun-Times, the two boys beat the 
girl, Ryan Harris, in the head with a 
rock, and then dragged her bike and 
her body into some tall weeds where 
they sexugdly assaulted the girl with 
an object and then suffocated her 
with her own clothing and branches. 

The boys were charged with the 
juvenile equivalent of first-degree 
murder in the slaying of the girl, who 
disappeared while bicycling around 
her South Side neighborhood with 
one of the youngsters, police said. 

Ryan's body was discovered in tall 
weeds not far fi-om the boys' homes 
the day after she disappeared. She 
had been molested with an object 
that police would not identify, proba- 
bly after the initial blow knocked her 
unconscious and fractured her skull, 
Sgt. Stan Zaborac said. 

Detective Alan Nathaniel said one 
of the two boys molested the girl with 
a "small tubular object" that "caused 
a half-inch gash" around the girl's 
genitals. 

The boys then suffocated her with 
her own underwear, police said. Po- 
lice also said they found grass and 
leaves in her nostrils. 



When police first questioned the 
boys during a door-to-door canvass 
the day after Ryan disappeeired, the 
youngsters said they saw a stranger 
lure the girl into his car along with 
her bike, Zaborac said. 

Police became suspicious when 
the boys who live on Chicago's South 
Side, began to change their stories. 
The two confessed after their parents 
brought them to the police station for 
further questioning, Zaborac said. 

"We have some physical evidence 
that is corroborated by the state- 
ments," Zaborac added. He would not 
say what the evidence is. 

The boys reportedly told police 
they stashed the girl's bike in some 
bushes, but it had not been found at 
Jet press time. 

At press time, the boys were re- 
leased to the custody of their parents 
and placed on 24-hour home confine- 
ment as they await trial. They must 
wear electronic ankle bracelets to en- 
sure their whereabouts. 

Judge Gerald P. Winiecki said he 
had no alternative under state law 
but to release the boys, as they are 
too young to be sent to a state youth 
prison. Under state law, a youth can 
only be held until age 21, regardless 
of the offense. 

Ryan was a straight-A student 
who had just completed fifth grade 
and dreamed of playing professional 
basketball and becoming a doctor. 
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▲ Moon Signs Deal: Seattle Seahawks quarterback Warren Moon talks to re- 
porters in this file photo after the Pro Bowl game in Honolulu. Moon, 41, ended a 
three-and-a-half-week training camp holdout by signing a two-year contract with 
the team reportedly worth a little less than $5 million. The deal also includes a 
$2.25 million signing bonus. Last season Moon earned $975,000. He was sched- 
uled to earn $550,000 this season. This was the first training camp holdout in 
Moon's celebrated football career. 



► Little Baseball 
Fan: Shawon Dunston 
Jr., 5, talks with San 
Francisco Giants' 
Barry Bonds while his 
father, Shawon 
Dunston, watches the 
game at 3Com Park 
against the Chicago 
Cubs. The Giants lost 
the home game 
against the Cubs 10-2 
and the Cubs took the 
three-game series 2-1. 



50 




Volleyball Star Dain 
Blanton Attracts More 
Blacks To The Sport 

Dain Blanton can leap, he's quick 
on his feet and he has a powerful 
slam. He's no NBA star. Blanton 
rules the courts in beach volleyball. 

Blanton, 26, is the only Black 
player on the Association of Volley- 
ball Professionals (AVP) tour. In his 
fourth pro season, he is ranked fifth 
and is one of the most popular play- 
ers. Last year, he became the first 
Black to win a major tournament. 
Hermosa Beach, CA, was the biggest 
tournament and awarded the most 
prize money in the sport's history. 

Blanton is a pioneer. His powerful 
play has earned him instant respect, 
and his popularity draws a more di- 
verse audience to the volleyball 
scene. 

Blanton is OK with being the only 
Black on the tour for now. One of his 
goals is to increase the number of 
Blacks involved in the sport, espe- 
cially youths. Through the Dain Blan- 
ton Inner-City Youth Program, Blan- 
ton exposes youths to his sport and 
shows them there are sports other 
than basketball. 

In major cities where he competes, 
Blanton conducts clinics where he 
talks to youths about setting goals, 
peer pressure and getting a good edu- 
cation, and he gives pointers on the 
game. They are also invited to see the 
Laguna Beach, CA, native compete. 

"If I can introduce the sport, they 
can see this is cool," Blanton tells Jet. 
"I wish more African- Americans play- 




A Beach volleyball star Dain Blanton 
returns a ball during a game. Blanton's 
talent and popularity are helping beach 
volleyball attract a more diverse crowd. 



ed, and if I can interest a couple of 
kids, it's worth it." 

His talent and good looks have 
opened other doors. The handsome 
athlete has signed a modeling con- 
tract with the Ford agency, and he's 
a sought-after endorser. Blanton says 
these aid him in increasing the visi- 
bility of his sport. "If I can draw more 
different types of people, it's impor- 
tant for them to use me." 

Blanton adds that his lifestyle is 
great. "What you do for work is stay 
in shape. It's at the beach, outside 
and it has a lot of flexibility. It beats 
a desk job any day." 
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▲ New Champions: Catherine Ndereba of Kenya (1) shakes hands with KhaUd 
Khannouchi of Morocco after each finished first in the women's and men's divi- 
sion with times of 36:10 and 31:48, respectively, at the 26th running of the 
Falmouth Road Race in Falmouth, MA, More then 9,000 runners fi'om around the 
world competed in the seven-mile race that runs from Woods Hole along the shore 
to Falmouth Heights. 

▼ Hurdling For The Gold: Anier Garcia of Cuba leaps a hurdle as Gregory 
Hines of Jamaica follows in the 110-meter hurdles at the Central American and 
Caribbean Games in Maracaibo, Venezuela. Garcia, who is the world indoor cham- 
pion, won the gold in the event with a 13.27 second nm. He set a new games' record 
with the phenomenal time. 
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M Miller Fined: Phoenix Mercury 
Coach Cheryl Miller was recently fined 
$2,500 by the WNBA for derogatory 
comments about the officiating following 
the team's 79-78 loss to the New York 
Liberty. Her comments included the 
Mercury having to play 5-against-7 and 
that the officials **will not be hungry 
because they swallowed their whistles 
plenty enough," according to an account 
given in The Arizona Republic newspaper. 



▼ Long-Term Deal: Brian Ellerbe who was named permanent coach for the 
University of Michigan mens basketball team earlier this year (Jet, April 6), recent- 
ly signed a multi-year contract to coach the Wolverines through the 2003 season. 
During his interim tenure last season, Ellerbe guided the team to a 25-9 win/loss 
record and to the Big Ten conference tournament title. The Wolverines also 
advanced to the second round of the NCAA tournament. 
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Terry McMillan Says People Worried That She 
Would Be 'Used' By Dating Younger Man 

Terry McMillan still has 
her cool, her groove and her ^ 



younger man. 

The best-selling author of 
Waiting To Exhale and How 
Stella Got Her Groove Back, 
both of which have been 
made into blockbuster films, 
recently told USA Today 
that people feared that she 
would be "used" if she dated a young- 
er man. 

"I don't know if I went through it 
myself," McMillan told the newspa- 
per. "I did have people worrying 
about me. I said, 'Do I just look stu- 
pid?' It would be hard for somebody to 
pull some wool over my eyes. And you 
cannot, like, take my money. You 
can't talk me out of my money." 

The movie How Stella Got Her 




Terry McMillan 



^ Groove Back, which is cur- 
rently generating raves, is 
based loosely on the 46-year- 
old McMillan's relationship 
with a man some two decades 
her jimior. Like the character 
in her novel, Stella, McMillan 
met her real-life beau, Jona- 
than Plummer, while vaca- 
tioning in Jamaica. The two 
have been going hot and heavy ever 
since. In fact, Plummer even work- 
ed as a production assistant on the 
movie and made a brief cameo as 
well. 

Will there be wedding bells in the 
near future for McMillan and the 
man who inspired her novel and 
movie? 

"We should get married at some 
point soon," she said. 



Temptations Singer David Rufffin's Estate Threatens 
Suit To Stop Filming Of TV Movie About Group 



The estate of Temptations singer 
David Ruffin is threatening to go to 
court to move filming of a TV mini- 
series about the group to its real 
home, Detroit. 





David Ruffin 



Suzanne de Passe 



The show's executive producer and 
a former top Motown official, Suzeinne 
de Passe, said earlier this year that 
most of the series would be filmed in 
Pittsburgh because Detroit "no lon- 
ger looks like itself." 

Gregory Reed, a lawyer for Ruffin's 
estate, told the Detroit News: "They 
should have filmed the movie here. 
My lawsuit will seek relief by having 
it filmed here, for an accurate repre- 
sentation." 

Reed also claims the producers 
never obtained permission from 
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Ruffin's estate. Ruffin died in 1991. 

"They didn't get clearance from 
the estate," Reed told the Detroit 
News. "So now they've jumped the 
gun, since they're already filming." 

Suzanne de Passe's production com- 
pany could not be reached for comment. 

Founding Temptations member 
Otis Williams told the newspaper: "It 



would have been an obvious choice to 
shoot the miniseries in Detroit, a 
choice that would have made me very 
happy. However, the production peo- 
ple felt the locations that were need- 
ed were better found in Pittsburgh." 

Filming is imderway in Pittsburgh, 
and NBC plans to air the four-hour 
program in November. 



Gospd Musk Continues To Soar In Sales 



Grospel music is continuing to 
touch the souls of many. The Wall 
Street Journal recently reported that 
it is the No. 6 music category in sales 
in the United States, ranking just 
behind pop music and just ahead of 
classical music. 



The Journal also reported that 
gospel music is growing four times as 
fast as its competitors in terms of re- 
cords sold, representing 4.5 percent 
of the $12.2 billion industry, accord- 
ing to the Recording Industry Associ- 
ation of America. 



► 50 Years Of Music: 

The Legendary Orioles, 
formerly Sonny Til & The 
Orioles, is celebrating its 
50th year in show busi- 
ness this year with the 
group's latest album. The 
Door Is Still Open. The 
group is known for such 
hits as Crying in the 
Chapel, What Are You 
Doing New Year's Eve"?, 
It's Too Soon To Know 
and Tell Me So. The 
members are (front, 1-r) 
Larry Jordan and Eddie 
Jones and (second row 1-r) 
Albert "Diz" Russell, 
Reese Palmer and Skip 
Mahoney. The group is 
managed by Russell's 
wife, Mildred A. Russell 
(not shown). 





▲ At her glitzy 35th birthday party in New York City, pop diva and actress Whitney 
Houston kisses her mother, gospel singer Cissy Houston, after mom led the 450 guests in 
singing "Happy Birthday. " 

¥rhitney Houston Celebrates 35th Birthday 
WHh Friends And Family At New York Bash 



Whitney Houston recently cele- 
brated her 35th birthday with a 
ghtzy bash at the China Club in New 
York. When the superstar singer and 
actress made her entrance at about 
11 p.m., she was greeted warmly by 
the 450 invited guests, who included 
close family and friends as well as fel- 
low celebrities and music industry lu- 
min£iries. 

Looking trim and fabulous in a 
slinky, form-fitting black dress, the 
premier pop diva was radiant as she 
was escorted by her husband, record- 
ing artist Bobby Brown, who was the 



epitome of chic in a gold brocade 
jacket ensemble. Throughout the 
evening, the two were never far 
apart as they greeted and mingled 
with the star-studded guests. 

Whitney's mother, gospel record- 
ing artist Cissy Houston, led the par- 
tygoers in singing "Happy Birthday" 
to Whitney. Cissy was joined by the 
new girl group Simday, who also en- 
tertained the crowd with a mix of 
gospel and R&B tunes. Sunday is 
working on its debut recording, 
which will be released on Whitney's 
record label, Better Place Records. 
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The group is managed by Robyn 
Crawford, Whitney's long-time friend 
and executive assistant, who is also 
president of Better Place Records. 

Among those wishing 
Whitney happy birthday 
was Arista Records Pres- 
ident Clive Davis, who 
signed the renowned 
singer to Arista in 1983 
after being wowed by her 
showcase performance. 
Accompanying Davis 
were numerous Arista 



► Arista Records President 
Clive Davis congratulates 
Whitney at the party. Davis 
signed Whitney to his label 
in 1983. Since then, she has 
sold more than 100 million 
records worldwide. 



Records executives and staff. 

Also celebrating with Whitney 
were her cousin, veteran golden- 
voiced diva Dionne Warwick; direc- 




•4 Among the guests attending Whitney's 
birthday bash were her cousin, Dionne 
Warwick, and director-actor Forest 
Whitaker (below), who directed Whitney 
and Angela Bassett in the hit movie, 
Waiting to Exhale. 

tor/actor Forest Whitaker, who direct- 
ed the hit movie Waiting To Exhale, 
in which Whitney starred; the hot 
new girl group Destiny's Child; Pen- 
ny Marshall, who directed Whitney, 
Denzel Washington and Courtney B. 
Vance in The Preacher's Wife, and 
members of the New York Liberty 
WNBA basketball team. 

In addition, among those spotted 
in the festive crowd were Jermaine 
Jackson, producer/label executive L. 
A. Reid, hot new singer Kelly Price, 
husband-wife recording and writing 
duo Nick Ashford and Valerie Simp- 
son, rap artist Lil' Kim, producer 
Rodney Jerkins, and rapper Treach 
of Naughty By Nature, who escorted 





A Enjoying Whitney's birthday party were members of the hot new group Destiny's Child 
and the quintet Sunday, which will soon debut on Whitney's Better Place Records (I to r) 
he Toya, La Tauia, Stacey, Tawanda, Natasha, Tiffany, Beyonce, Shakira and Kelly. 
Sunday is managed by Whitney's long-time friend and executive assistant Robyn 
Crawford, who is president of Better Place Records. 



his girlfriend, Pepa (Sandra Denton) 
of Salt-N-Pepa. 

Among the more interesting scenes 
of the evening was Penny Marshall 
jamming on the dance floor with 
Treach. But they were not alone. At 
midnight, the party turned even more 
lively as the disc jockey pumped up 
the volume and played dance jams, 
and everyone, including the guest of 
honor, took to the dance floor. 

Whitney said she decided to throw 
the party because she wanted to cele- 
brate her 35th birthday with all her 
friends £ind family and have a great 
time. Those on the guest list received a 
poster-invitation that featured a gor- 
geous shot of Whitney. Printed on the 
invitation was the request that in lieu 



of gifts, guests make donations to the 
Whitney Houston Foundation for Chil- 
dren. She told members of the media in 
attendance, including Ebony and Jet, 
that she is "blessed" and not in need of 
anything material for herself "I just 
want to help others," she added. 

For the party, the China Club was 
decorated festively with silver bal- 
loons imprinted with "Happy Birth- 
day Whitney," and each guest was 
showered with party favors, includ- 
ing glow-lights. 

In addition to sipping champagne 
and other beverages, guests feasted 
on broiled salmon, grilled chicken 
breast and vegetable lasagna. For 
dessert there was Whitney's birthday 
cake, as well as cheesecake, chocolate 
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A Celebrating with Whitney were members of the WNBA New York Liberty basketball 
team (I to r) Rebecca Lobo, Coquese Washington, Alicia Thompson, Kisha Ford, Elizabeth 
Cebrian, Sophia Witherspoon, Trena Trice, Kym Hampton, Teresa Weatherspoon and 
Vickie Johnson. 



confections, and an assortment of 
other sweets and fhiit. 

As guests started to arrive about 9 
p.m. at the China Club in the heart of 
Manhattan, they were greeted by 
crowds of fans who were Uned up to 
catch a gUmpse of Whitney and Bob- 
by or any of their celebrity friends. 
Some of the street crowd were still 
there when the last guests departed 
after 3 a.m. 

Many of the guests also had at- 
tended Whitney's 26th birthday par- 
ty in 1989, which was held at her 
posh home in New Jersey. 

Perhaps contributing to the glow 
Whitney radiated is the fact that the 
debut production from her Brown- 
House Productions, Cinderella, which 
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aired on ABC in December 1997, has 
received an impressive seven Emmy 
Award nominations. She has other 
movie projects in the works. 

In addition, Whitney is currently 
in the studio working on a new al- 
bum, which is scheduled for release 
at the end of the year. Details are 
being finalized, but it has been con- 
firmed that the new recording will 
offer several new songs from the pop- 
ular entertainer. It will be the first 
non-soundtrack recording she has re- 
leased in a number of years. 

Since her debut recording in 1985, 
Whitney Houston has sold more than 
100 million records around the world. 

— Lynn Norment 

— Photos by Neal Preston/Courtesy of 
Whitney Houston Enterprises 



Cor 



movies to see 




DANCE WITH ME (Rated PG) 

Columbia Pichires/Mandalay Entertainment 

Ruby Sinclair, a broken-hearted for- 
mer dance champion working as an 
instructor at the Excelsior dance studio, 
a shabby local favorite in Houston, is 
determined to recapture her standing 
as a top Professional International La- 
tin Ballroom competitor. In Cuba, Rafa- 
el Infante, an enterprising young man, 
leaves for Texas, equally determined to 
make his dreams a reality. 

Rafael, hired as a handyman by the 
studio's owner, John Burnett, brings 
energy and enthusiasm as he renovates 
the studio and reinvigorates the aspira- 
tions of the students, Rafael meets Ruby 
at the Excelsior where he, the amateur, 
teaches Ruby, the professional, how to 
loosen up her disciplined method and 
feel the music. Their passions ignite to 
the rhythm of a hot Latin beat. Starring 
Vanessa L. Williams as Ruby Sinclair, 
Chayaime as Rafael Infante and Kris 




A Vanessa L. Williams plays Ruby 
Sinclair, a broken-hearted former 
dance champion struggling to revive 
her career in Columbia 
Pictures I Mandalay Entertainment's 
presentation o/" Dance With Me. 

Kristofferson as John. 
— Sylvia P. Flanagan 



► Vanessa L. 
Williams and 
Chayanne star 
as Ruby 
Sinclair and 
Rafael Infante 
as they dance 
at a Las Vegas 
Salsa club in 
Dance With 
Me. 
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1. 




DA GAME IS TO BE SOLD *^0t r|p touH 

Snoop Dogg (No Limit) 

2. EMBRYA 

Maxwell (Columbia) 

3. LIFE IN 1472 

Jermaine Dupri (So So DeO 

4. CONFESSIONS OF FIRE 

Cam'Ron (Untertainment) 

5. THE SWARM 

Wu-Tang Kilh Bees (Wu-Tar^ 

IT'S DARK AND HEU IS HOT 

DMX (Ruff Ryden/Def Jam) 

7. DA LAST DON 

Masler P (No UmH) 

AM I MY BROTHERS KEEPER 

Kane & Abel (No Limh) 



6. 



8. 



SNOOP DOGG 




9. THE LAST SHALL BE FIRST 

Sunz Of Man [Threat/Wu-Tang) 

ID. MYA 

Mya (Interscope) 

11. LOVE & CONSEQUENCES 

GeraU Levert (EaslWeslj 

12. SPARKLE 

Sparkle (Rock Land) 

1 3. THE TOUR 

Mary J. Blige (MCA) 

14. N.O.R.E. 

Noreaga (Penalty) 

1 5. NEVER SAY NEVER 

Brandy (AHantic) 

16. TRACES OF MY LIPSTICK 

Xicape (So So 

1 7. NEW POWER SOUL 

The ArHst And The New Power Generation (NPG) 

18. DR. 



MAXWELL 



DOLITTLE: 

Various Artists (Blackground) 

19. BIG WILLIE STYLE 

Will Smith (Columbia) 

20. G-FUNK CLASSICS VOL. 1 & 2 

Nate Dogg (Dogg Foundation) 
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the new album featuring 

"nights in harlem" and "i know" 

executive producer: luther vandross 

AOL Kvyword: Virgin Records 
www.virglnf«cords.cofn 




ttlft9B Virgin R*cord» Amarica, Ine. 
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NICOLE 





BRANDY & MONICA 



1 . MAKE IT HOT 

Nfcofe Fettluring Missy "Misdemeanor' Elliolt 
& Mocha [The Gold Mind, Inc.) 

2. THE BOY IS MINE 

Brandy & Monica (Atlantic) 

3. FMENDOFMINE 

Kelly Price (T-Neck) 

4. MY WAY 

Usher (LaPace) 

5. GHETTO SUPERSTAR 

Pros Featuring ODB & Mya (Interscope) 

6. COME WITH ME 

Puff Daddy Featuring Jimmy Page (Epic) 

7. I GET LONELY 

Janet Jackson Featuring BLACKstreet (Virgin) 

8. TOO CLOSE 

Next (Arista) 

9. MYAU 

Mariah Carey (Columbia) 

10. WOOF WOOF 

The 69 Boyz (Big Beat) 

1 1 . THE ARMS OF THE ONE 
WHO LOVES YOU 

Xscape (SoSoDef) 

12. MONEY AIN'T A THANG 

Jermaine Dupri Featuring Jay-Z (So So Def) 

1 3. STILL NOT A PLAYA 

Big Punisher Featuring Joe (Loud) 

14. THEY DON'T KNOW 

Jon B. (Yab Yum) 

1 5. THE FIRST NIGHT 

Monica (Arista) 

16. DAYDREAMIN' 

Tatyana Ali (MJJ/WoH() 

1 7. HORSE & CARRIAGE 

Cam'Ron Featuring Mase (Untertainment) 

1 8. LOOKING AT ME 

Mase (Bad Boy) 

1 9. SAY IT 

Voices Of Theory (H.O.LA.) 

20. WHATCHA GONE DO? 

Link (Relativiry) 




Nobel Piizc-¥finnins Author Toni Morrison 
Recalls What Her Father Taught Her About Racism 



Internationally-acclaimed 
author Toni Morrison, whose 
latest best-selling novel is 
Paradise, recently revealed 
why her father felt morally 
superior to Whites and why 
there are no major White 
characters in her books. 

The author, who in 1993 
became the first Black Amer- 
ican to win the Nobel Prize in Lit- 
erature, was born in a mixed and 
sometimes hostile neighborhood of 
Lorain, OH, she told Ed Bradley in a 
"60 Minutes" interview . 

She recalled when she was about 
2 years old that her family's home 
was set on fire while she and her fam- 
ily were in it. "People set our house on 
fire to evict us..." Morrison said. 

Her father, Greorge Wofford, was a 
ship welder and her mother a house- 
wife. The fire incident reinforced her 
father's feelings about Whites. 

"He simply felt that he was better, 
superior to all White people," Morri- 
son explained. 

"His experience taught him that he 
was always in the company of inferi- 
or people when he was surrounded by 
Whites. You know, he didn't let White 
people in the house. They came when 
he was not there — you know, insur- 
ance men, and so on." 

She added, "He was an ordinary 
man, but an extraordinary man at the 
same time. He was very clear about 
what the dangers were, and very clear 
about what he wanted for his children." 




Toni Morrison 



Asked if she felt the same 
way as her father when it 
comes to White people, she 
told Bradley: "No, I don't feel 
quite the same way as he did. 
With very few exceptions, I 
feel that White people will 
betray me; that in the final 
analysis, they'll give me up." 
She continued, "If the 
trucks pass and they have to make a 
choice, they'll put me on that truck. 
That's really what I feel. There are 
some White people whom I have 
known over the years that I know 
would not do that, because they know 
I wouldn't do it to them. But there are 
very few of those people. By the way, 
there are lots of Black people who'd 
put me on that truck also, so I'm not 
trying to demonize the White race. It's 
just a kind of a constant vigilance and 
awareness that maybe these rela- 
tionships can go just so far." 

She also told "60 Minutes" why 
there are no major White chsu'acters 
in her novels. 

"The Black narrative has always 
been understood to be a confi:-ontation 
with some White people. I'm sure 
there are many of them. They're not 
terribly interesting to me. What is in- 
teresting to me is what is going on 
within the community. And within 
the community, there are no major 
White players. Once I thought, 'What 
is life like if they weren't there?' 
Which is the way I — we lived it, the 
way I lived it." 
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televisioif 




'ChUdren Of The Dust' 

Sidney Poitier stars as G3^sy 
Smith, a mixed-blood Black Cherokee 
gunfighter of the American West of the 
1880s, and Regina Taylor is the wo- 
man who captures his heart, in the 
sweeping four-hour miniseries Children 
Of The Dusty to be broadcast in two 
parts, (Sunday, August 30 at 9 p.m., ET 
and Tuesday, September 1 at 9 p.m., 
ET) on CBS. Others scheduled to appear 
this week include: 

Eriq LaSalle/Gloria Reuben/ Lisa 
Nicole Carson/Khandi Alexander/ 
Yvette Freeman/Deezer D./Conni 
Marie Brazelton/CCH Pounder on 
"ER," (Thursday, August 27 at 10 p.m., 
ET)onNBC. 

Ron Glass on "Teen Angel," (Friday, August 28 at 9:30 p.m., ET) 
on ABC. 

Ernie Hudson in Congo, (Saturday, August 29 at 9 p.m., ET) on 
NBC. 

Morris Chestnut in Under Siege 2: Dark Territory (Sunday, 
August 30 at 9 p.m., ET) on NBC. 

Bill Cosby/Phylicia Rashad/Doug E. Doug/T'Keyah Crys- 
tal Keymah on "Cosby," (Monday, August 31 at 8 p.m., ET) on CBS. 

Yvette Freeman on "Working," (Tuesday, September 1 at 8:30 
p.m., ET) on NBC. 

Victoria Dillard/Michael Boatman on "Spin City," (Tuesday, 
September 1 at 9 p.m., ET) on ABC. 

RaeVen Larrymore Kelly on "Maximum Bob," (Tuesday, Sep- 
tember 1 at 10 p.m., ET) on ABC. 

Vondie Curtis-Hall/Rocky Carroll on "Chicago Hope," (Wednes- 
day, September 2 at 10 p.m., ET) on CBS. 

S. Epatha Merkerson on "Law & Order," (Wednesday, September 
2 at 10 p.m., ET) on NBC. . . :. . : 
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Yes! It's your time! You couldn't 
have dreamed it better if you'd 
tried. You've learned that hard 
work and long hours definitely 
pay off and that getting ahead is 
easier when there's family behind 
you. That's the way it is with 
American Family Insurance. Like 
you, we understand it's consistent 
performance that builds strong 
reputations. That's just one of 
many reasons why year after year, 
we're awarded an A+ (Superior) 
rating from the respected insurance 
rating authority, A.M. Best. 



ou have family behind you. 



Before you make your move, make 
one call and a helpful, 
friendly agent will be 
delighted to tell you 
more. Then go out 
there and conquer 
the world... we'll be 
right behind you. 




AMERICAN FAMILY 



I N S U R A N C 



AUTO HOME BUSINESS HEALTH LIFE SJIJS^r 



All Your Protection Under One Roof. 



American Family Mutual Insurance Company and Subsidiaries, Madison, Wisconsin 53783-0001 www.amfam.com 



SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Cigarette 
Smoke Contains Carbon Monoxide. 



